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A  Statement 
W,  Burke  tte  Raper 

On  July  13,  the  National  Association  of  Free  Will  Baptists,  in 
regular  session  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  by  special  vote  impeached  me  and 
four  other  North  Carolinians  from  National  offices.    Two  other  Tar  Heels 
were  also  removed  from  offices  in  the  Association. 

The  following  statement  is  issued  in  response  to  many  inquiries 
received  as  a  result  of  this  action  being  publicized  through  the 
Associated  Press. 

The  primary  interest  most  persons  have  expressed  is,  "What  is  the 
significance  of  this  action  so  far  as  Mount  Olive  College  is  concerned?" 
The  five  men  removed  by  special  vote  of  the  National  Association  are  each 
1    affiliated  with  the  College:    myself  as  president;  Michael  R.  Pelt  as 
dean;  D,  W.  Hansley  of  Kins  ton,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors; 
Ralph  Lightsey  of  New  Bern,  incoming  director  of  public  relations  and 
promotional  services;  and  R.  H,  Jackson  of  Pine  Level,  former  member  of 
the  College  Board. 

Two  other  North  Carolinians  removed  from  office  were  the  Reverend 
J.  C.  Griffin,  renowned  Free  Will  Baptist  minister  of  Bridgeton  and  ardent 
supporter  of  Mount  Olive  College,  and  the  Reverend  M.  L.  Johnson  of  Newport, 
former  business  manager-treasurer  of  Mount  Olive  College. 
q  In  the  first  place,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  National 

Association  of  Free  Will  Baptists  has  absolutely  no  jurisdiction  over 
^     Mount  Olive  College,  and  neither  does  it  contribute  to  its  support. 

to 

Mount  Olive  College  is  owned  and  controlled  by  the  North  Carolina  State 


9 


2 

Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  a  body  that  has  never  adopted 
the  Treatise  of  the  National  Association,  and  over  which  the  Association 
has  no  authority. 

Purportedly,  the  National  Association  removed  certain  North  Carolinians 
from  office  because  of  our  views  regarding  church  government.    Each  of  us 
signed  an  affidavit  affirming  that  the  North  Carolina  Western  Conference 
was  within  its  rights  in  revoking  the  ministerial  credentials  of  one  of 
its  members,  Ronald  Creech  of  Durham. 

These  affidavits  were  signed  after  Mr.  Creech  had  filed  suit  for 

$400,000  against  officials  of  the  Western  Conference.    The  affidavits 

were  based  upon  the  following  articles  in  the  official  Statement  of 

Faith  and  Discipline  for  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina ; 

"Each  conference  or  association  assumes  and  exercises  authority 
over  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  ministers  in  its  jurisdiction 
or  bounds....    Councils  are,  therefore,  called  in  thi.  organiza- 
tion of  a  church  and  the  settlement  of  serious  difficulties. 
On  the  same  principles,  the  churches  meet  by  delegation  in  the 
annual  conference  or  association.    The  annual  conference  or 
association  being  the  highest  tribunal  shall  have  final 
disciplinary  authority  over  the  local  church." 

The  attorney  for  the  Western  Conference  interpreted  these  articles 
as  a  form  of  "connectional"  church  government,  and  it  was  so  described 
in  the  affidavits. 

Although  the  Treatise  of  the  National  Association  nowhere  uses  the 
term  "congregational  church  goverment,"  the  Association  for  the  first 
time,  so  far  as  we  know,  adopted  a  statement  on  July  12  declaring  its 
official  position  to  be  that  of  "congregational  church  government." 
The  affidavits  were  signed  in  April  but  we  were  removed  from  office  on 
July  13  on  the  strength  of  a  statement  passed  July  12. 

When  pressed  to  cite  any  violation  of  the  Treatise  or  Constitution 
of  the  Association,  the  national  officers  could  not  do  so.    They  could 
only  point  to  the  statement  on  church  government  passed  the  previous  day. 
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Opposition  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College 

We  believe  that  the  issue  of  church  government  was  only  a  pretense 
for  our  impeachment  from  offices.    We  believe  the  basic  issue  is  the 
educational  philosophy  of  Mount  Olive  College.    Here  are  some  facts  that 
help  explain  the  action  of  the  Association. 

1.  The  National  Association  of  Free  Will  Baptists  has  a  Bible 
College  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  established  in  1942.    The  president 

of  this  college,  the  Reverend  L.  C.  Johnson,  was  strongly  opposed  to  the 
establishing  of  Mount  Olive  College.    I  know  this  fact  because  of  views 
he  expressed  to  me  in  June,  1954,  on  the  campus  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
Bible  College.    Furthermore,  in  May,  1961,  President  Johnson  successfully 
protested  a  motion  in  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Bible  College 
that  it  send  a  letter  of  congratulations  to  Mount  Clive  College  for  its 
progress  during  the  past  school  year. 

2.  Ronald  Creech,  president  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College 
Alumni  Association,  has  been  a  belligerent  critic  of  Mount  Olive  College, 
He  explained  his  opposition  to  the  College  to  me  in  a  letter,  March  14, 
1958,  "...  Your  philosophy  of  Christian  Education  is  so  different  from 
mine  (you  believing  in  the  Dewey  Philosophy  of  expressionism  which 
produces  what  is  called  the  thinking  mind  and  I  believe  in  Indoctrination 
which  produces  what  is  called  the  indoctrinated  mind)...." 

The  statement  passed  by  the  National  Association  regarding  "congrega- 
tional church  government"  was  specifically  designed  to  defend  Mr.  Creech  in 
his  dispute  with  the  Western  Conference  of  North  Carolina.     It  was 
anticipated  that  the  Association  would  side  with  Mr.  Creech  because 
of  the  large  number  of  Bible  College  alumni  who  belong  to  it. 

It  may  be  significant  that  Mr.  Creech,  a  native  of  Johnston  County, 
North  Carolina,  petitioned  the  Board  of  Ordination  of  the  Western 
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Conference  for  ordination  about  ten  years  ago.    When  the  Board  refused 
to  ordain  Mr.  Creech  because  of  his  failure  to  me^t  the  requirements 
of  the  Conference,  he  went  to  Tennessee  and  secured  ordination  without 
a  letter  of  transfer  as  required  by  both  the  North  Carolina  and  National 
Association  treatises.    I  was  chairman  of  the  Western  Conference  Board 
of  Ordination  at  that  time. 

3„    The  motion  to  impeach  me  and  ethers  at  the  National  Association 
was  made  from  the  floor  by  the  Reverend  Charles  A.  Thigpen,  dean  of  Free 
Will  Baptist  Bible  College.    This  was  the  only  motion  made  by  Mr0  Thigpen 
during  the  entire  three-day  session  of  the  Association, 

4.    Further  evidence  of  the  hand  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College 
in  our  removal  from  office  is  seen  in  the  persons  named  to  replace  us. 

a.  Dean  Michael  Pelt  of  Mount  Olive  College  was  replaced  on  the 
Chaplains  Commission  by  the  Reverend  J.  D.  0,Donnell,  newly 
appointed  instructor  at  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College. 

b.  I,  president  of  Mount  Olive  College,  was  replaced  on  the 
League  Board  by  the  Reverend  Charles  Hollingshead ,  an 
alumnus  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College. 

c.  Ralph  Lightsey,  nevfly  appointed  director  of  public  relations 
and  promotional  services  at  Mount  Olive  College,  was  replaced 
on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College 

by  the  Reverend  William  Mishler,  an  alumnus  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
Bible  College. 

d*  R,  H.  Jackson,  former  member  of  the  Mount  Olive  College 

Board,  was  replaced  on  the  Home  Mission  Board  by  the  Reverend 
Rashie  Kennedy,  alumnus  of  Free  Will  Bible  College. 

e.  M.  L.  Jonnson,  former  business  manager  of  Mount  Olive  College, 

was  replaced  on  the  General  Board  of  the  Association  by  Evangelist 


Bobby  Jackson,  alumnus  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College.  This 
action  was  taken  in  spite  of  the  unanimous  r e commend a ticn  of 
Mr.  Jonnson  by  the  North  Carolina  State  Executive  Committee  that 
he  be  re-elected  as  a  representative  from  this  State  on  the  General 
Board. 

f,  After  making  his  motion  to  remove  us  from  office,  Dean  Thigpcn 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College  was  elected  to  a  vacancy 
on  the  Sunday  School  Board  cf  the  Association. 

g.  Four  of  the  five  officers  of  the  Association,  the  moderator, 
clerk,  assistant  clerk,  and  executive  secretary  are  each  former 
students  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College. 

In  Conclusion 

The  only  thing  new  about  the  above  action  at  the  1961  session  of 
the  National  Association  was  that  the  opposition  of  the  Bible  College  to 
Mount  Olive  College  was  brought  into  the  open.    This  opposition  to  Mount 
Olive  College  is  of  long  standing.     It  is  based  on  philosophies  of 
education. 

Fortunately,  the  majority  of  Free  Will  Baptists  in  North  Carolina 
believe  in  Mount  Olive  College  as  evidenced  by  gifts  in  the  amount  of 
$300,000  since  the  College  opened  in  Mount  Olive  in  1954.    The  confidence 
of  local  citizens  is  revealed  by  their  gifts  of  $117,000  during  the  same 
period  of  time. 

The  academic  reputation  of  the  College  is  widely  known.  Mount 
Olive  College  is  the  only  College  in  the  history  of  Free  Will  Baptists 
to  attain  regional  accreditation. 

High  school  graduates  are  turning  to  this  College  in  record  breaking 
numbers.    Applications  from  new  students  for  the  fall  semester  are 
double  those  of  last  year  this  time. 


Mount  Olive  College  is  a  Christian  institution  which  "strives  to 
produce  graduates  who  are  thinking  persons,  committed  to  Jesus  Christ, 
capable  of  moral  choice,  and  having  a  knowledge  of  the  fundamental  forces 
which  have  determined  the  patterns  of  our  civilization,"  (College  catalogue). 

We  hold  that  Christian  doctrine  cannot  be  preserved  by  keeping  people 
in    ignorance  or  denying  them  the  right  to  think  for  themselves.    The  mission 
of  Mount  Olive  College  is  to  help  students  to  recognize  the  superiority  of 
Christian  truth  by  encouraging  free  inquiry  in  all  departments  of  study. 
The  only  alternative  to  this  philosophy  of  education  would  be  a  sectarian 
or  cuitic  institution,  and  Mount  Olive  College  will  not  yield  to  any 
pressure  to  become  such  an  institution. 

This  statement  has  not  been  written  to  be  critical  of  anyone.  It 
was  demanded  by  the  publicity  given  to  the  removal  of  me  and  other  associates 
of  Mount  Olive  College  from  offices  in  the  National  Association  of  Free  Will 
Baptists. 

This  statement  was  not  prepared  for  my  personal  defense.    The  Free  Will 
Baptist  church  and  the  public  are  entitled  to  know  the  cause  of  this 
controversy.    Making  this  explanation  is  the  most  difficult  assignment  I 
have  had  since  coming  to  Mount  Olive  College,  but  I  believe  it  is  my 
Christian  duty  to  speak  the  truth  in  love.    We  can  no  longer  hide  or 
ignore  what  more  and  more  people  have  come  to  recognize. 

I  have  no  ill  will  or  vindictive  spirit  toward  the  National  Association, 
nor  its  Bible  College,  nor  the  personnel  of  either.     I  only  ask  and  pray 
that  these  agencies  and  their  associates  will  cease  trying  to  undermine 
the  educational  program  p£  Mount  Olive  College  in  order  that  we  may  get 
on  *'ith  the  work  to  xtvwii  we  believe  God  has  called  us. 

July  17,  1961 


North  Carolina  State  Executive  Committee  Takes  Action 

In  a  called  meeting  at  Mount  Olive  on  July  20,  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  North  Carolina  State  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
unanimously  took  the  following  action: 

1.  Adopted  a  prepared  statement  by  Dr#  W.  Burkette  Rap<?r, 
president  of  Mount  Olive  College,  regarding  the  action  of 
the  National  Association  in  impeachnng  him  and  four  other 
North  Carolinians  from  national  offices; 

2.  Passed  a  resolution  declaring  "That  the  North  Carolina  State 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  vigorously  protest 
the  action  of  the  National  Association  in  impeaching  from 
national  offices  North  Carolinians  who  were  in  good  standing 
with  their  local  conferences  and  the  North  Carolina  State  Con- 
vention and  against  whom  no  charges  were  submitted; 

"That  this  Convention  express  its  confidence  in  the  doctrine 
and  Christian  character  of  the  North  Carolinians  who  were 
removed  from  offices  of  the  National  Association; 
"That  copies  of  this  motion  be  sent  to  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  National  Association,  the  Free  Will  Baptist,  Contact, 
and  the  Associated  Press." 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  of  writers  to  prepare  articles  to 
inform  Free  Will  Baptists  about  the  issues  now  confronting 
the  Dcuomi nation* 
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